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Statewide Library Catalog • Make the holdings of all Oregon libraries accessible through one catalog.
• Encourage Oregonians to place interlibrary loans through the statewide catalog.
• Deliver library materials and information directly to the customer.
A lthough it appears that Oregon is some years away from offering an effective statewide library catalog to its citizens, the infrastructure necessary for such a statewide service is moving slowly into place. The goal would be to allow patrons to initiate requests for any library materials available in the state, and to receive them within two days-much as the Orbis Cascade Alliance borrowing system works now.
Figure 1 below provides a graphic representation, locating most of the public/academic library regional shared systems around the state. Figure 2 on the following page gives a snapshot of Oregon's shared systems and larger public library systems, indicating the number of public and academic library participants, the population served or enrollment, the number of titles reported, and the variety of vendors used-Innovative, Epixtech iPac, Polaris, DRA, WebPac, Voyager and TLC.
From the table in Figure 2 we can calculate that roughly 13 percent of Oregon's population is not currently in a service area with a public shared catalog or large library system. Moreover, roughly 20 percent (35 libraries) of Oregon's academic and legally established public libraries neither participate in a shared catalog nor are in a large library system.
The development and expansion of regional shared catalog systems that include public, academic and some school libraries has had a dramatic effect on the accessibility of library materials for patrons and the ease of requesting them, resulting in the growth of Interlibrary Loans (ILLs) throughout the state. Since 1995, the growth rate of ILLs has been consistently high, with a 2002-03 increase of over 12 percent. 
